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Introduction to the Parables 

 

 

Say: Well it’s a new school year! We just got back from summer break, which for a lot of us 

involved the pool, the beach, and vacations. It can be really hard to come back to school and 

have to sit in our classrooms and pay attention.  

Ask: How do you like to learn? Do you like to sit and read, listen to your teachers teach or do 

you learn through stories (ask students which they prefer)? 

Say: Jesus taught using stories. The stories he told were simple but they contained important 

lessons about the Kingdom of God. The stories he told are called parables. This semester we will 

go through some of these parables and learn the important lessons behind them! 

 

 

 

The Parable of the Sower 

 

 

 Today we are going to start with the parable of the sower, it’s about a farmer who scatters 

seeds in different areas.  

 

Follow Along with me as I read Luke 8:4-8 
4 And when a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came to him, Jesus 

said in a parable, 5 “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the path 

and was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air ate them. 6 And some fell on the rock, and as 

the plant grew, it withered away because it had no moisture. 7And some seeds fell among thorns, 

and the thorns grew and choked the plant. 8 And some fell into good soil, these plants grew and 

produced a great harvest.” Then he said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

 

Soil 1- Footpath 

● The soil in this story represents our hearts, the seeds are the gospel. This parable 

illustrates how people respond to the gospel of Jesus when they hear it.  

● Imagine a farmer scattering seeds and they fall everywhere. The first seeds he threw fell 

on a path. 

● Do: take a couple of seeds and throw them on the ground (be careful not to throw them at 

people)  

● Ask: Will these seeds grow? 

● No, because there is no soil. These seeds represent people who hear about Jesus but they 

don’t ever believe; they know who God is but choose not to follow him. 

 

Soil 2- Rocks 

● Do: place some seeds in a cup filled with rocks. 

● Ask: Some seeds fall on rocks; do you think these seeds will grow? 

● They may start growing but they will eventually die because they don’t have any 

nutrients. This represents people who hear about Jesus and they are so excited at first. 

They want to know more, so they start reading their Bible and going to youth group. But 

then something hard happens, like you don’t make the football team or you move to a 
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new town away from your friends and you are very lonely. You begin to blame God for 

these misfortunes; that excitement you once had fades and you stop trusting in him.   

 

Soil 3- Thorns 

● Some seeds fell on thorns. The thorns represent distractions. These are people who hear 

about Jesus, they get so excited and start following him, but they get distracted by other 

things. People like this say, I want to follow Jesus but I don’t have time for him because 

of basketball or cheerleading practice, I have too much homework, I want to play video 

games all day.  

● None of those things are bad, but they cannot be the priority in your life. Ask yourself, 

what do I give the most time to in my life. 

 

Soil 4- Good Soil 

● The last seed fell on good soil. This seed has all the right ingredients to grow: water, 

sunlight, and good soil. These people hear the gospel about Jesus, they believe in him, 

trust in him and give in priority in their lives. Because of this, they grow and their faith in 

Jesus grows strong and they produce fruit. 

 

 Conclusion: All of us in this room have heard or will hear about Jesus this year but it is 

up to us on how we receive it. This week, let’s think about what kind of soil represents 

our life and let’s ask God to help us become the good soil. 
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Parable of the Pearl and Treasure 

 Ask: How many of you have a very valuable possession that you would never want to 

give up? Maybe something passed down from your grandparents, an old photo album or a 

piece of jewelry passed downed to you. 

 The parable we are going to read today tells us about a treasure that is very valuable, 

more valuable than anything we have and anything on the earth and we can all have it for 

free! 

Follow along with me as I read Matthew 13: 44-45 
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for 

joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, 46 who, when he 

had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

 

● In this parable we see that a man sells everything he has to buy something very valuable. 

The treasure and the pearl represent Jesus and the salvation he offers.  

● You may be wondering: what’s so great about Jesus and why is he so valuable? 

● Let me tell you a little story called the Good News or the Gospel. 

● Ask: Raise your hand if you agree with me on this: it is so much easier to do the wrong 

thing than it is to do the right thing. For example, suppose you find out that one of your 

friends is spreading rumors about you, is it easier to be calm and peaceful or angry? Or 

suppose you want the best grade on your math test but you don’t know the answer to a 

couple of questions on it, is it easier to cheat or to just get the answers wrong?  

● For some reason it is easier to choose to do wrong than to choose to do right. This is 

because all of us are born with a sinful nature.  

● Ask: Let’s say you decide to cheat on your math test and you get caught. Are you 

innocent or guilty? You are guilty so you deserve to receive punishment, whether it's a 

zero on your test or detention.  

● God is perfect but we are not perfect because we sin and do wrong things. So God should 

punish us for our sins. But Jesus, his son, says no I love these people so much don’t 

punish them, I will take their punishment instead. Jesus is God, he comes down to earth 

in human form and he lives a perfect life without ever sinning. He is innocent but he 

takes our punishment by dying on the cross for us.  

● Jesus pays a heavy price for our freedom, so that everyone who believes in him can be 

forgiven of their sins and have eternal life. We can all receive salvation by believing in 

Jesus, it is free! 

● This is the gospel, we as leaders are here to tell you about Jesus because we understand 

his value and worth. Although we can never pay God back for the amazing gift he has 

given us, we show him that we are thankful for the gift of salvation by being leaders in 

campus thrive. We want you all to know how much Jesus loves you.  

● Conclusion: If you want to believe in Jesus today and you want to know more come talk 

to the leaders afterwards and we would love help you out.  

·          
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Parable of the Two Builders 
 

 

 Ask: Describe your house to me. 

 Say: You talk about the color, design, size and location but no one has said anything 

about the foundation of the house. It’s because we can’t see the foundation of the house 

but it is the most important part because this is what holds the house together.   

 

Follow along with me as I read Luke 17:9-14 

 24 “Everyone who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built 

his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on 

that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 26 And everyone who 

hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on 

the sand. 27 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that 

house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 

 

 This parable compares 2 types of builders; the foolish man builds a house on sand. This 

has a really weak foundation. The wise man digs deep and builds his house on stone, this 

is a really strong foundation. When the storm comes obviously the house built on sand is 

destroyed. 

 Jesus tells us this story to emphasize the importance of having a strong foundation in 

your faith.  

 It is easy to believe in Jesus, you just pray a couple words and its done. But there is a 

difference between believing and trusting. 

 Ask: How many of you have been told to floss your teeth every day?  

 I can believe that flossing my teeth everyday will prevent cavities but believing is no 

good if I don’t do anything about it. If I really trust my dentist I would floss my teeth 

every day. 

 Trust requires action. If your friend says she loves you, you trust that she loves you 

because she shows her love through her actions. Similarly, if we proclaim to love Jesus 

we have to show our love for him by the way we live. 

 We all know people who say they believe in Jesus but their life and the things they do 

contradict what the Bible says. They claim to be Christian but they curse people out, 

disrespect their teachers and constantly disobey their parents.  

 Jesus wants us to believe in him but he also wants us to take it to the next level and trust 

him. We can show that we trust him by living according to the Word of God, the Bible. 

This is what it means to have a strong foundation.  

 Conclusion: If you say you believe in Jesus, live like you do. 

 

 

 

 

 



7 
 

The Parable of the Rich Fool 

 

 

 Ask: How many of you all already have a Christmas wish list? What are some items you 

are asking for? Is it bad to want more things in life? 

 Say: Let’s see what Jesus say about wanting more things in life.  

 

Follow me as I read Luke 12:16-21 
Then someone called from the crowd, “Teacher, please tell my brother to divide our father’s 

property with me.” 
14 Jesus replied, “Friend, who made me a judge over you to decide such things?” 15 Then he said, 

“Beware! Guard yourself against every kind of greed. Life is not measured by how much you 

own.” 16 Then he told them a story: “A rich man had a fertile farm that produced fine crops. 17 He 

said to himself, ‘What should I do? I don’t have room for all my crops.’ 18 Then he said, ‘I know! 

I’ll tear down my barns and build bigger ones. Then I’ll have enough room to store all my wheat 

and other goods. 19 And I’ll sit back and say to myself, “My friend, you have enough stored away 

for years to come. Now take it easy! Eat, drink, and be merry!”’20 “But God said to him, ‘You 

fool! You will die this very night. Then who will get everything you worked for?’21 “Yes, a 

person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with God.” 

● Ask: Has anyone here ever been black Friday shopping? 

o People wait in line outside the store for hours, when you walk in the stores are 

packed, sometimes people fight to get the last item. It’s crazy and chaotic but this 

happens every year.  

● We live in a materialistic world, where our value is based on how much stuff we have. 

You are the coolest if you have the newest IPhone, if you wear stylish clothing and if you 

have the most Instagram followers. It’s not bad to have these things, but Jesus warns us 

against being greedy.  

● There is a difference between wanting something and being greedy. Greed is a selfish 

desire for more than what you need, its loving stuff rather than loving Jesus or people. 

● Social media can cause us to compare our lives with others and become greedy.  

● Ask: How many of you all love Instagram? When you see your friends posting about 

cruises, showing off their fancy shoes or boasting about their boyfriends, you want what 

they have.   

● Jesus wants you to have good things but he doesn’t define you by what you have, he 

looks at the heart. It doesn’t matter if you have a million Instagram followers or if you 

can afford the most expensive stuff, Jesus doesn’t judge you by the stuff you own instead 

he examines how pure your heart is. 

● The rich man in this story already had so much, he could have given some of it to the 

poor and helped out those in need but he was greedy. He found his identity in stuff that 

does not last.  

● None of us can take anything with us when we die, so it doesn’t matter how rich or poor 

you are. The important question is: Will Jesus welcome you and say well done, you loved 

me with all you heart and you were generous with the things I have given you.  

● Conclusion: Today I challenge you to think about whether you love Jesus and other 

people more than your stuff; show your love for other people by being generous today.  
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Parable of the Fig Tree 
 

 

 Ask: How many of you have a garden at home or have tried to grow a plant before? If I 

plant an apple seed, would I be able to pick apples from next week?  

 No, plants take a long time to grow. 

 

Follow along with me as I read Luke 13: 6-9 
6 And he began telling this parable: “A man had a fig tree which had been planted in his garden; 

and he came looking for fruit on it and did not find any. 7 And he said to the gardener, ‘Behold, 

for three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree without finding any. Cut it down! 

Why does it even use up the ground?’ 8 And he answered and said to him, ‘Leave it alone, sir, for 

one more year. I will dig around it and place fertilizer. 9 And if it bears fruit next year, fine; but if 

not, then we can cut it down.’” 

 

 The tree was without fruit for three years, wow that is a long time to wait. If I had a fruit 

tree for 3 years and it had no fruit on it, I would be very disappointed and would want to 

cut it down too. 

 Remember parables are stories that teach us lessons, in this parable the fig tree represents 

us, believers who follow Jesus. The lesson is that if we claim to be followers of Jesus we 

should bear fruit, not fruit like apples, bananas and oranges. Well then what kind of 

fruits?  

 Galatians 5:22 says: The Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

 Jesus does not want us to be baby Christians forever who are always angry, mean, selfish, 

who gossip and are disobedient, instead he wants us to grow and mature spiritually. But 

this doesn’t happen overnight. 

 I have a confession to make: sometimes I get frustrated and angry with my siblings, I get 

into fights with them and call them names. I know that what I am doing is wrong and I do 

not want to be like this but it’s so hard to stop myself when my anger is rising up inside 

me (this is just an example I came up with, you can personalize this) 

 Ask: How many of you all have experienced this before with your siblings, parents or 

friends? 

 I want to be patient, but I can’t become patient overnight. I have to practice patience 

every day. I can’t become good at something until I practice doing it over and over again.  

 Just like plants take time to grow it will take time to produce the fruits of the Holy Spirit.  

 Conclusion: There are some practical ways to grow: 1). Identify the areas of weakness, is 

it anger, negative thoughts, resisting peer pressure, comparing yourself with other kids 2). 

Make a decision that you want to change in those areas 3). Do not give into your feelings, 

instead ask the Holy Spirit to help you, ultimately he produces these fruits in you.   

 

 

 

 



9 
 

Parable of the Lost Coin 

 Ask: Have you ever lost something important or valuable? How did it make you feel? 

 The parable I will read today tells us about a woman who lost a lot of money. 

 

Follow along with me as I read Luke 15:8-10 

 Tax collectors and other notorious sinners came to listen to Jesus teach. This made the 

Pharisees and teachers of religious law mad because he was associating with such sinful 

people—even eating with them! 

 Jesus responds to the frustrated religious leaders with a parable:  

 

He says, 8“Suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one (it is worth $60 today) won’t she 

light a lamp and sweep the entire house and search carefully until she finds it? 9And when she 

finds it, she will call in her friends and neighbors and say, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found 

my lost coin.’ 10In the same way, there is joy in the presence of God’s angels when even one 

sinner repents.” 

 

● The Pharisees were religious experts and teachers, they did not like the fact that Jesus 

was friends with sinners (people who did continually did wrong things). The Pharisees 

thought they were way more spiritual than everyone else and that Jesus should have been 

their friend instead. 

● In our society, it would be like a Pastor being friends with a drug dealer. Some people 

today would be really surprised if they saw their pastor with a drug dealer. But in this 

parable Jesus says he came for the sinners, he came for the lost. I wonder why Jesus came 

for the lost?  

● Ask: Does anyone know why?  

● He came to show them love and to forgive them of their sins. He came to show them that 

they are never too far away from God’s love no matter what they have done.  

● Just like this woman searched for her lost coin until she found it, Jesus searches for 

anyone who does not believe in him. He doesn’t give up on you; he is always ready to 

accept you and forgive you of anything you have done wrong. He gets so excited when 

the lost are found, when the lost begin to believe in him. In fact, this parable says there is 

a huge celebration in heaven when a sinner accepts Jesus into their heart, it is the most 

important decision anyone could make.   

● Ask: How many of you have friends or family members who do not believe in Jesus? 

o You know what Jesus calls you to do: he wants you to love them, to share the 

gospel with them, and to pray for them. He wants you be kind and respect them 

instead of judging them and telling them they are doing everything wrong.  

● Conclusion: You are the light of Jesus in your school! Tell your friends about him and 

show them how much Jesus loves and cares about them.  
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Parable of the Prodigal Son 

Follow along with me as I read Luke 15: 11-24 
11 Jesus told them this story: “A man had two sons. 12 The younger son told his father, ‘I want my 

share of your property now before you die.’ So his father agreed to divide his wealth between his 

sons. 13 “A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a distant land, 

and there he wasted all his money on partying and drinking. 14 About the time his money ran out, 

and there was a great famine in the land and he began to starve.15 He persuaded a local farmer to 

hire him, the farmer sent him to feed pigs in his field. 16 The young man became so hungry that 

even the pigs food looked delicious to him, but no one gave him anything to eat.  17 “When he 

finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the servants have enough food to 

spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will go home to my father and say, “Father, I have 

sinned against both heaven and you, 19 and I am no longer worthy of being called your son. 

Please take me on as a hired servant.”’20 “So he returned home to his father. And while he was 

still a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his 

son, embraced him, and kissed him. 21 His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against both 

heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son.’22 “But his father said to the 

servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger 

and sandals for his feet. 23 And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must celebrate with a 

feast, 24 for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is 

found.’ So the party began. 

 

● This is a story about God’s character; God is a merciful father. Mercy means when you 

do something wrong you don’t get what you actually deserve. 

● Ask: Did the son deserve to be punished? But did his father punish him?  

● He is not punished although he has done wrong and hurt his father. This is mercy. 

● Often times we imagine God as a really mean judge in heaven with a big stick in his hand 

ready to hit you for everything you do wrong; be careful he’s watching you ready to 

strike at any time. 

● This is the wrong view of God. This story tells us that God is a perfect heavenly father, 

not like any earthly father you have. 

●  You may have done a lot of wrong things in life. You may have bullied someone before, 

cheated on a test, rebelled against your parents, spread rumors about people, sent 

inappropriate texts or even got in a fight with someone. You may think that you are the 

worst person out there, but no matter what you have done God wants to show you mercy.  

● He knows that you have done wrong and that you deserve to be punished but he’s not 

angry at you. Instead like the father in this story, God is waiting for you with arms wide 

open saying I love you come back to me; I will forgive you. 

● Conclusion: Wow, isn’t that such an amazing and beautiful picture of God’s love, even 

though you may have broken the rules a million times he is always ready to accept you 

and welcome you back. This is mercy.  
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Parable of the Great Banquet  

 Ask: How many of you love going to parties? Who do you usually invite to your birthday 

party? 

 Say: I’m sure all of us would say we love going to parties, but it stinks when you’re not 

invited. When we throw a party, normally we invite our closest friends and family. We 

choose the people we enjoy being around.  

 One day, Jesus was invited to eat with the Pharisees in one of their homes. The Pharisees 

were group of religious leaders who were exclusive. In the Parable of the Great Banquet, 

Jesus challenges them to be more inviting.  

 

Follow along with me and read Luke 14: 16-23 
16 Jesus said to them, “A man prepared a great feast and sent out many invitations. 17 When the 

banquet was ready, he sent his servant to tell the guests, ‘Come, the banquet is ready.’ 18 But they 

all began making excuses. One said, ‘I have just bought a field and must inspect it. Please excuse 

me.’ 19 Another said, ‘I have just bought five pairs of oxen, and I want to try them out. Please 

excuse me.’ 20 Another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’ 
21 “The servant returned and told his master what they had said. His master was furious and said, 

‘Go quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and invite the poor, the crippled, the blind, and 

the lame.’ 22 After the servant had done this, he reported, ‘There is still room for more.’ 23 So his 

master said, ‘Go out into the country lanes and behind the hedges and urge anyone you find to 

come, so that the house will be full.  

 

 In this story, the man first invited all the rich and well known people, but they all made 

excuses. So he invites people he would have normally not invited. Jesus is making the 

point that everyone who believes in him is welcome into the kingdom of God, no one is 

left out. This is why we should never make anyone feel left out.  

 In vs. 12 Jesus presents a radical challenge. He says, “when you have a party, invite the 

poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind and you will be blessed.” This sounds really weird, 

why would I want people I don’t know to my party?  

 This parable teaches us to love and include all people. Oftentimes we stick to the same 

friends at school, we sit with the same kids at lunch, we hang out with the same people at 

church. It is so much easier to stay in your comfort zone and stepping out of it to talk to a 

stranger may seem awkward, but Jesus wants us to make everyone feel welcome and 

included.  

 Here are some practical things you can do this year: 

o If you see a new kid at Campus Thrive, talk to them.  

o Maybe there is a new foreign exchange student or international student in your 

class, get to know her and show her around 

o If you see someone sitting alone at lunch invite them to sit with you and your 

friends.  

 Conclusion: Jesus loves everyone, what would it look like if we truly start loving 

everyone around us! 
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Parable of the Good Samaritan 
    

 

● Ask: how many students in this room want to make a difference in the world? If there is 

one thing you could change in the world what would it be?  

● We all want to feed starving children, end terrorism, and adopt all the abandoned babies 

in the world. These are great dreams to have but how can you start making a difference 

right now?  

● In the parable of the good Samaritan Jesus teaches us that we can change the world by 

loving the people around us.   

 

Follow along with me as I read Luke 10:25-37 
25 A religious scholar stood up and asked Jesus a question. He said, “Teacher, what do I need to 

do to get eternal life?”26 Jesus answered, “What’s written in God’s Law? How do you interpret 

it?”27 He said, “That you love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul mind and strength--and 

that you love your neighbor as well as you do yourself.”28 “Good answer!” said Jesus. “Do it and 

you’ll live.” 29 he asked, “And just how would you define ‘neighbor’?” 

 

 Say: Jesus tells a really smart person who knows everything about the Bible that it is 

important to love God and love your neighbor. The really smart guy wants to trick Jesus 

so he asks Jesus to define neighbor. To answer the man’s question Jesus tells a parable. 

 
30-32 Jesus answered by telling a story. “There was once a man traveling from Jerusalem to 

Jericho. On the way he was attacked by robbers. They took his clothes, beat him up, and left him 

half-dead. Luckily, a priest was on his way down the same road, but when he saw the beaten man 

he just walked to the other side. Then a Levite religious man showed up; he also avoided the 

injured man. 
33-35 “A Samaritan traveling the road came on him. When he saw the man’s condition, his heart 

went out to him. He disinfected and bandaged the man’s wounds. Then he lifted him onto his 

donkey, took him to an inn, and made him comfortable. In the morning he took out two silver 

coins and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take good care of him. If it costs any more, put it 

on my bill—I’ll pay you on my way back.’ 
36 “What do you think? Which of the three became a neighbor to the man attacked by robbers?” 
37 “The one who treated him kindly,” the religion scholar responded. 

Jesus said, “Go and do the same.” 

● The man thought that when Jesus said neighbor he meant friend or relative. But in this 

parable Jesus says that even your enemies are your neighbors. 

● The Jews and Samaritans were two different races that hated each other; they had been 

enemies for thousands of years. They lived in two different cities, never ate together, 

talked with each other and didn’t even like looking at each other. The Jews always 

thought they were better than the Samaritans. 

● But in this story we see something remarkable and unusual happen. A Samaritan man 

shows kindness to a Jew and takes care of him, even though they are enemies. He saw a 

hurting and wounded man and it didn’t matter to him whether the man was his enemy or 

his friend. He showed love and compassion to the Jewish man by bandaging his wounds. 
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● Ask: How many of you all know the golden rule: do unto others as you would want them 

to do for you?  

● Jesus says we must show kindness to all people, this includes people of all races and 

colors and also your enemies. We all have enemies or people who have mistreated us. 

Instead of reacting with anger or unkindness, this parable teaches us to show love.  

● Ask: What are some ways you can be a good Samaritan today?   

o Examples: 

▪ New student in class, get to know her, make sure she is not alone 

▪ If you see anyone sitting by themselves in C. Thrive invite them to sit by 

you 

▪ You see a kid getting bullied, stand up for him 

▪ Do not gossip about your enemies; if someone is spreading rumors about 

you don’t spread rumors about them. 

▪ Be friends with people of all colors. 

● Conclusion: You can start changing the world by being a good Samaritan to the people 

around you.  
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Parable of the Persistent Friend 
 

 

 Ask: How many of you have asked your parents to buy you something or asked to go 

somewhere? At first your parents said no, but you ask over and over again, until they 

finally said yes? What were you asking for? 

 Say: Today we are going to read a parable about a persistent widow, Jesus shares this 

parable to teach us that we should pray with persistence 

 

Follow along with me as I read: Luke 11: 5-13 
5-6 Then Jesus said to them: Suppose you went to a friend’s house at midnight, wanting to borrow 

three loaves of bread. You shout up to him saying, ‘A friend of mine is visiting and I have 

nothing to give him to eat.’ 7 He would call down from his bedroom, ‘Please don’t ask me to get 

up. The door is locked for the night and we are all in bed. I just can’t help you this time.’ 8 “But 

I’ll tell you this, if you keep knocking long enough, he will get up and give you everything you 

want—just because of your persistence. 9 So I say to you, ask and it will be given to you; seek 

and you will find; knock and the door will be opened. 10 Everyone who asks, receives; all who 

seek, find; and the door is opened to everyone who knocks. 

 

● Ask: How would you define prayer? 

● Prayer is simply talking to God, thanking him for the good things he is doing in your life, 

telling him about your day and asking him for things you need in your life. God loves it 

when we pray, he wants us to be dependent on him for every single thing we need.  

● Sometimes it seems as though our prayers are not going through to God. When we don't 

receive an answer to our prayer immediately, we tend to get discouraged and stop 

praying. 

● In this parable, Jesus tells us to be like the persistent man in this story. He cried to his 

friend over and over again until he got what he needed. If he gave up on the first try, his 

friend that was visiting would have nothing to eat.  

● A lot of times you will pray for things but may not receive an immediate answer, but this 

doesn’t mean we just give up. Instead we should persevere in prayer, keep asking God. 

● There are two things we should to learn about prayer 

o 1). God may not give you exactly what you ask for because that thing may not be 

beneficial for you right now. He knows what’s best for your life and will give you 

what you need at the right time.   

o 2). God allows us to wait so that he can build trust and patience in our lives.  

● Conclusion: Some of you may be praying for a person in your family to be healed of a 

disease, for you friend to believe in Jesus, for a kid to stop bullying you, maybe you feel 

left out and are asking God to bless you with good friends. Whatever you are praying for, 

God hears you and he will bless you in his perfect timing.  

 

 

 

 

 


