
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEADER’S GUIDE 
 

 

ABOUT: Following his resurrection, Jesus had a message for his disciples: “God 

into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.” This is not a 

command exclusively for adults but for all believers. Our goal at Campus Thrive is 

to empower middle school students to share the Good News about Jesus within their 

schools. Students are trained to lead worship, teach and share testimonies. They put 

their training into practice once a week at their local schools, where hundreds of kids 

show up to hear the gospel being shared by their classmates. 

 

 

HISTORY:  Campus Thrive was started by five middle school students in 2003. 

These students saw a need for a student led Christian Club in their school. So they 

decided to do something. Seven years later we have expanded to 7 different schools 

in Gwinnett County: Five Forks, Trickum, Crews, McConnell, Couch, Bay Creek 

and Providence Academy 

 

 

2016 GOAL: To see Campus Thrive thriving at every school we are currently 

plugged into. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

School Leaders Faculty Liaison Training Location Club Location 

Trickum 
Benton 

Cranford 
Tamsen Boone Buenos Nueveos Gym 

FiveForks DJ Coleman Pam Underwood Grace Snellville Cafeteria 

Crews 
Stephanie 

Bayne 
Tracy Brantley Ingleside Gym 

McConnell Lee Lopez Kyle Lininger Anchor Church Rm. 2.225 

Couch Charlie Conder Rhonda Chapman McDonalds Music Room 

Bay Creek 
Randy 

Rainwater 
Janet Donnelly General Music Room 

General Music 

Room 

Providence 

Academy 

Suzanne 

Cleveland 
Suzanne Cleveland Providence Providence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the training sessions, student leaders prepare for upcoming Clubs and are taught 

how to be good leaders. Each training starts with an evaluation of the previous weeks 

Club. Allow the students to recognize accomplishments and identify areas for 

improvement. Use their responses to segue into a mini lesson about leadership, while 

incorporating scripture. Afterwards the students are split into 2 or 3 groups of 10-15 

individuals, respective to each school. Each group functions as its own unit; the students 

in each group choose how they want to contribute to Club. The first group works on the 

first lesson, the second group works on the second lesson, the third group the third 

lesson; each group has 3 weeks to prepare. It is the responsibility of the adult leaders 

and volunteers to train the students in each specific role. Throughout the training we 

need to continually encourage students and remind them the purpose of Campus Thrive. 

LEADERS 

TRAINING 



Training Schedule 

8:00-8:15 Students Arrive and Eat 

8:15-8:25 
Short devotion with a lesson about 

leadership embedded in it  

8:25-9:00 
Split up into groups and practice specific 

parts 

9:00 Head to school/ the first bell rings at 9:20 

 

Break down of club with 3 groups- Create a routine that works for your club. 

 Week 1: Read the Scripture and Campus Thrive Lesson Guide as a group. 

Discuss the meaning of the lesson so that everyone understands it. Students 

choose specific roles(i.e., who will do the lesson, testimony, skit, game, prayer 

and MC). Come up with ideas for the skit, pick game and songs for worship. 

Write down everything on flowchart.  

 Week 2: The script should be finalized for the skit, practice skit with props, 

practice how to give game instructions and transitions. The student doing the 

lesson should go over it with a leader. 

 Week 3: Mock Club day: run through lesson, testimony, skit and game and 

transitions in front of group. Make sure game instructions are clear, all the 

props are organized and the MC knows how to transition between each 

element.   

 

 
 

 

 Each school needs at least 3 volunteers; they can help with the following: 

o Be in charge of training student leaders  

o collecting money for breakfast 

o filling out the flowchart 

o work with MC on transitions and prayer 

o Setting up and breaking down at school on Club days 

o Passing out name tags 

o Making sure area is left clean and everything is set back in place 

o If necessary, driving the kids to school 

VOLUNTEER ROLES 



 

 

 

 

Club is where the students implement their training at their local schools; it is 

completely student led. We ask adult leaders and volunteers to not interfere with a 

student’s presentation. In order for Club to be successful we need volunteers to help 

set up equipment, encourage the students and oversee Club. 

 
 

CLUB SCHEDULE 

TIME ELEMENT DESCRIPTION 

7:45-8:00 Set Up 

Adult leaders and volunteers set 

up speakers, microphone, 

nametags, props,  

8:00-8:15 Doors Open 

Students arrive and purchase 

food, create a welcoming 

atmosphere and play music 

8:15-8:20 Worship 

1 fun song that engages the kids 

and prepares them to hear from 

God 

8:20- 8:25 Skit 
Several students act in a skit 

that illustrates the lesson 

8:25-8:35 Lesson 
Student shares the Bible lesson 

for the week 

8:35- 8:40 Testimony 

Student shares either a life 

testimony or one related to the 

lesson 

8:40-8:50 Prayer Circles 
Students gather in small circles 

to pray for each other 

8:40-8:50 Worship 
2 songs in response to the 

lesson 

8:50-9:00 Game Students lead a game 

CLUB 



 

 

 

The curriculum for the fall semester is on the parables. It is a story based curriculum, meant to be 

more engaging and interactive. The spring curriculum will be uploaded onto the website at a later 

date. The lesson serves as the framework for the teaching; it can be modified, personalized or 

reorganized to cater to the needs of the students. 

 Sometimes the parables are hard to understand, I made sure to pick the best translation so 

stick to the scripture translation in the lesson.  

 It is great if students are confident enough to not read the lessons, but we have to 

remember that for most of them this is their first experience with public speaking. We 

should encourage and challenge them to not rely exclusively on the lesson but cannot 

expect this from every student.  

 Students, in order to familiarize yourself with the lesson, rewrite it in your own words 

and practice it daily.  

 Methods for Lesson: 

o Method 1: 

 1). Read lesson quietly, 

 2). Ask student to tell you what the lesson is about (what stuck out, what 

do you want people to remember) 

 3). Read lesson again with Thrive leader, circle and underline main points 

 4). Write an outline of the lesson 

 5). Tell leader the lesson with outline 

 6). Try sharing the lesson without outline  

 Steps 1-4 are done the first thrive prep day, step 5-7 are done the second 

training day (step 5 should be practiced at home)  

o Method 2: 
 Read each paragraph and choose one thing that you want the audience to 

remember from each paragraph. 

 Talk about each main point in your own words and with your own stories 

 

 

 

 

 

There are two options for doing testimony: 

o The testimony can relate to the story. For example, concerning the parable of the rich 

fool: for the longest time I found my identity in social media, I was trying to impress 

everyone but I felt very empty inside. My life looked cool on Instagram but I had low 

self-esteem.   

o The second option is a salvation testimony. It should answer four questions: 

 What was your life like before Christ changed me? 

 When did you meet Jesus? 

 How did Jesus change your life? 

 Concluding statement for everyone to remember 

 

LESSON 

TESTIMONY 



 

 

 

 

 Each lesson includes a skit suggestion, but you have the liberty to create your own skit. 

Directed by an adult the skit team works together to generate a script. 

 A good skit illustrates the teaching; it should not just be funny but also convey a 

message. Ask yourself is it sending a clear message, can everyone follow along.  

 When you are preforming the skit, make sure to face the audience and speak loud and 

clear.  

 If you have time find a place to rehearse the skit before Club, so the script is fresh in the 

mind.  

 

 

 

 

 There is a list of large group games on the resources page at www.campusthrive.com. 

 An effective game engages the entire audience. Some games involve everyone, but if 

your game does not, make sure the crowd is still engaged. 

 The rules should be clearly communicated. Practice what to say in advance.  

 If the game is split up into different groups, make sure each group has a student leader 

watching and assisting to prevent confusion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 There are different ways to conduct prayer time. 

o Method 1: 

 Leaders asks if anyone has a prayer request 

 Students come up and share prayer requests, a leader can pray for all the 

requests or the students can form circles of 5-10 people and pray for the 

requests. The groups should only include people of the same gender. 

o Method 2: 

 Students form prayer circles and share prayer requests with each other and 

pray for each other. 

 

 

 

 

 

● Worship is to be led by musically talented students.  

● If your school does not have students who play instruments, form a choir and we will 

provide you with background music and equipment.  

● Concerning welcome music, we ask leaders not to play secular music. 

SKIT 

GAME 

PRAYER 

WORSHIP 

http://www.campusthrive.com/


 

 

  

 Often times transitions are very choppy, a student usually comes up and says “okay now 

It’s time for teaching….”  

 We want to make sure transitions are smooth, this is an important leadership skill to have. 

Sample transitions:  

o Acknowledge the person before and welcome the person coming up 

 MC says: Thank you Ashley for that amazing lesson, now let us welcome 

up Sam as he shares a testimony.  

 Ashley talked about forgiveness in her lesson, I want to share a testimony 

about forgiveness 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 Speak clearly and confidently; speak like you believe what you’re saying. If you do not 

believe the words you are speaking no one else will.  

 Preparation builds confidence; it is important to prepare, go over lesson and testimony, at 

home.  

 Maintain a good posture, you should never cross your arms, instead use your hands to 

illustrate your points. 

 Eye contact: you connect with your audience by looking at them. 

 

ETIQUETTE 

TRANSITIONS 


